.!IIIH!IIIII T O T TR L L TR LT LR LR L LD LU L

reatest moment
for ‘Streaky’
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|'-.-.|{!v for the higpest match
m their history when

-m'agm;.- Solihull come 10
= lown on Sunday — and
- uplain Cicol Willi:ms e

1:1:"4.'4.] this week: “Thix is
::ht: greatest moment of my
1.-i|'l=4=r

Solihull Barons are lha:

several premier  division
teams this sexsom,

They are unbeaten in the
first division and have sud-
fered only one defeat zll
campiign — in the Bluecol
Cup semi-final wgainst the
evenival winners Durham
Wasps.

Sunday’s clash betweoeon
Lee Valley, the team who
have arrived on the hockey
scene with a bang o lead
the first division — and
Solihull, everybody's tip to
win the league, 5 cagerly
awanted by all enthosiasts
of this all-action spori.

And it is particulary spe-
cizl for Willima — the man
who was borm barely a
slapshot™s  distance away
from the Solibhull rink and
played for the Barons for
SEVEN YOars,

Said the inspirational de-
fenceman: “['ve played in
some big games in my time,
bt nothing to match this
Sunday. Ti's the biggest
occasion for the whale
team and everybody's full
of confidence,”

Williams [22}. the man
nicknamed 'Streaky’ by
Lee Valley fans because of
= his hair siyle, has fond
memorics of the fimes he
gpent with his home-town
tcam before he moved
South o play 2 leading role
in the Lions” success story.

“l had a brlliant time
with Solilhull apd learnt o
ko from them and it will be

feat 1o see some of my old

i 111.:1-:." he saad.

And an interesting clash
1% i st when Geof com-

LEE Val

es face 1o face with his best
fricnd — Barons [orward
Hod Turner.

Said Geofl: “Rod wos
best man ar my woedding
and we played ice hockey
together for vears.”

Then wilth a note of
seriousness, he added:
“But the only friends you
have on the ice are the
Hokes with the same colour
shirts as you. I'm not gu::ing
to let Rod put one over on
me and | can take hom
cvery time."™

Turner hes a1 reputation
as n hard player, as do
many Gf the Salihull team.

And ke told the Guar-
dian this weck: “We're not

treating this match Lightly
and we Know Les Valley
have a geod tcam — 1here
will be a lot of rivalry
beiween me and Geof and |
can promisc you this =— no
prisoners will be takent®

But Solihull know they
won't be able o walk over
the Lions in the same way
a5 they have done to cther
first division 1eams.

Lee Walley have been
beaten just twice in theis
nine first diviston games 20
far and are developing inlo
a force to be reckone

Said Willama: “Ewvery:
thing has gone so well for
us and 1 think we're just
three players short of being

with.

Lions captain G:nrwnlmms relaxes at his .M:!H:F Wood home with wl‘.l‘e Ko "; e 'l' ' :", i
Tracey and little Streaky — otherwise known 35 recently born daughter Sophie-Ann, =~ - & Anals
Photo: Steve Jacobs (x1014). r
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a top side. Being captain
means a hell of a lot lo me -
and I owe a lot to our caach
Drave Wurthmaon whe made
mc the plaver | am. He may
not be the best trainer in
the workd, but he's a fantas-
tic coach and he gets the
best oul of peaple.”

Now Geol's big ambition
1% 1o lead the Lions into the
premier division, some-
thing which could happen
next April.

But he added a note of
warning te all the
Cplimism:

"Il we're poing 10 be
successful next season we
st Loy our uimost to keep
our g-:al:-minuifr Veza Pen-
he suid. "“We've

wion seven games this vear,
i but 1 feel we'd have lost
= miast af them if it wasn't for
"nl’::-sa- He's quite simply the
= best Eua!:t I"ve ever seen
= play in this country.”

And Geol's form  has
been another vital factor
for the Lions this scason —
he has obtained 22 indi-

Newbon’s slick

his best record ever.
Solihull on Sunday?

Lee Valley nink wald,

favourites,” sid Williams

inspire us to do ',

axcited  about

the scason,

savour the occasion;

A FEW years ago Soblhull Barves were ap avernge Engiish loe
bockey toam.

Thelr transformauthon imte ihe country’s most talked aboul
side las bern sprarheaded by ihelr chadrman Gary Newboa —
the slick head of Cendral fclevision sport.

His professlonal and disciplined antitude hos been Instalied in
the team omd they have been prepacing throughly for the Lec
Yalley encounier, which starts al Tpm af Lea Bridge Foad.

Whon asked how much he knew shouil Lee Yalley, Newhen
saldii Y] knaw they have a very pond poal-minder and | kpow
sboul people ke Rapley and, of coarse, Villlams, bol 1 alse
knerw Ihat Lee Valley hove conecded 30 geals ihls season, so the
podlkr b obviously mol Invimcible. Also, be won't have faced
shooling s good ax he'l get on Sundsy In this couniry — jhat’s
fowr suare.'

MNewhon Is determalned that the Baross sill be promoted this
semspn afler Jod mbsdeg sul lnst year,

He is confident his team will win the first diviion und be feels,
Peterboroagh, Crowires and Lee Yalley will be the theoe teams
hied on their beeh ln thal order,

Sald Newhon: 1 don®t thlnk the atbers pove s prayer. We
beat lapow 14-2 the other week and [ ibink they®ve lost too
rimny games aleeady o sinke o ﬂn.‘ll:m,g:,"

Mewhbon's fcom B bed by plaver-coach Chusk Taybor, a
Canedlan who many feel has the hardest thot |n ibe coantry,

And they hiave a sew stae In Tayker's friend Dean Vogelge.
sang. He has st the hockey werld iolking with bis emtorinining
celebirations after he soores m goal.

Im n tebevised match egoinst Streatham, be execaled several
Ballet movis and skidded along the centre of the loe after hitilng
the tarpel — he alio hoppens o be @ very fine playie,

Thelr ikicd lmport 3 Merk “‘Bodbay™ Hadr, n tcagh
Canadion,

But there |3 a question mark over his fimess, He misied |na
week's gaase apuinst Grinsby with o koee Injury and may ot
play on Sunday. Scllbell beat Grimshy 37-3,

Nut Newbon underlined hiz delerminstion whea be said: "7
Budz can't play we'll cot him and fy [n another Casadian. We
can’t have half-fit players In this feam,"”

It is thai professioaal spprosch which has taken Sollhul] to the
tp — bwl It B eme which nat everyone agroos wiih,

vidual points in nine games

S0, can the Lions beat

— 1}
result which would send the =

"“Oin paper they're firm

“Bul the mood is great in
our camp and I've got a
fealing we will poll 1 off. I
Wesa playvs well that could

The Lions have been
training intensively all this =
week and manager Mlkt-
Emith commented: *I° m-
the march =
and 1 think we can do it
T:IH:} re a bit nervous of us gy
which s good oand this =
could be the tum around ::IF-

And whatever happens m
an the fce, Williame willm

.-

"T'H have a drink with &
their plavers alfter the
game, win or bse.™ he said,
“But the more we win by
the more drunk I get!™



